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INTRODUCTION TO THE
TOOLKIT FOR NOMINATING & VOTING CLASSES

About this Toolkit

Thank you for participating in Nebraska’s Kid Governor®, a national award-winning civic
education program led by Civic Nebraska and created by The Connecticut Democracy Center!

This fall, your students will join 5th graders across Nebraska in a real election for our state’s
Kid Governor. This authentic and immersive program illustrates how elections work and how
Nebraska residents of all ages can participate in our democratic society. The student who
receives the most votes in the Statewide Election will be elected Kid Governor and the six
finalists will become their Cabinet. The students will serve a one-year term of leadership,
working with Civic Nebraska to advance their campaign platforms and encourage students to
make a difference on their respective campaign issues in their own communities.

This Toolkit of lesson plans, resource lists, worksheets, and curriculum connections will guide
you as you nominate a Kid Governor candidate from your school and participate in the
Statewide Election. These lessons are designed to help you teach your students about our
state government, voting, and the importance of civic engagement as they prepare to
participate in Nebraska’s Kid Governor®.

This Toolkit includes simple step-by-step lesson plans to guide you through the program:

0 Week 1, Lessons 1-4: Four in-class lessons about our state’s three branches of
government, the role of the Governor, leadership, and Kid Governor®.

0 Week 2, Lessons 5-7: Three in-class lessons about identifying important community
issues, researching issues, and developing campaign platforms.

0 Week 3, Lessons 8-12: Lessons about building a platform, crafting a campaign speech,
voting in an election, and holding an in-class or 5th grade-wide primary.

0 Week 4, Lesson 13: Tools and resources for recording your nominee’s campaign video.

0 Week 5, Lesson 14: Worksheets and resources for analyzing Nebraska's Kid Governor®
candidate videos and voting during the Statewide Election.

Please see the Annual Startup Guide at NE.KidGovernor.org for this year's program dates.

Use your creativity to deliver the most enjoyable and effective lessons for your students. We
invite you to share completed activities, photos, updates, and your adaptations to these
lessons with us info@NE.KidGovernor.org.
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How it all works

Your goal is to put forward one 5th-grade nominee from your school for consideration
in the Nebraska’s Kid Governor® Statewide Election. The first four lessons lay the
groundwork for the program by teaching about Nebraska’s three branches of state
government, leadership, and Kid Governor®. Next, each of your students will identify a
problem impacting their community and our state, research it, and generate realistic and
actionable ideas for how to solve it. They will use their ideas and research to create a
campaign platform and speech as if they were running for Governor. You will then hold a
class primary: students can present their speeches and classmates will analyze them and vote.

If you are the only class in your school participating in
Nebraska's Kid Governor®, the winning student from your class
primary will become your school’s nominee for the Statewide
Election. At that point, your whole class will work as a
campaign team to support and coach your class’s winning

_ nominee. They will make a campaign video of your nominee
Fifth graders hold up campaign signs giving a speech and explaining their platform, and you will
and cheer during a schoolwide primary. gyl it it for consideration for the Statewide Election.

If other 5®-grade classes in your school hold class primaries, you will work together on a 5th
grade-wide primary with the top vote-getters from each class giving their speeches to the
entire grade. The winner of that grade-wide primary will work with classmates to make a
campaign video and submit it to Civic Nebraska for consideration for the Statewide Election.

Not every student has to run in the class elections, but every
student will have the opportunity to create a platform and a
speech. Students who want to run should do what real
candidates do: discuss the idea with their families. If, after
reading the parent/guardian materials (available at
NE.KidGovernor.org) and discussing pros and cons, their : \
families think it's a good idea for them to run, they can register  Students cast their votes for
their consent by returning the signed parent/guardian Kid Governor in their schools

y 9 9 P 9 decorated polling place.
permission slip to you. This is important because the students
who become Nebraska'’s Kid Governor and the Cabinet Members will have responsibilities to
fulfill and families need to be aware of them from the start!
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These suggestions are intended to prepare your students for a primary election and to select

a single nominee from your school. However, because you know your students and school
best, please use your discretion in determining how a candidate is selected. All official voting
in school primaries and in the November Statewide Election is for 5th graders only.

All submitted campaign videos will be reviewed by a Nebraska's Kid Governor® Selection
Committee comprised of civics and education professionals. The Committee will use the same
Analyzing Campaign Videos and Speeches worksheet (Lesson 14) that students use during the
Statewide Election to analyze the videos and choose the final seven (7) candidates; these
seven students will be on the ballot for the Statewide Election.

The spirit of Nebraska’s Kid Governor® is not about who wins the election, but about students
learning important civic lessons, skills, and that they can have a positive impact on their
communities! We hope that students who create platforms for school primaries and the
student who is the school’s nominee will work on implementing their platform throughout
the school year. We always look forward to receiving updates on Nebraska’s Kid Governor®
participants and how they are making a difference locally!

Curriculum Connections
Nominating & Voting Class participation meets these Nebraska Social Studies Standards:
0 SS5.1.1.b Identify and explain the structure and functions of the three branches of
government.
0 SS5.1.2.a Explore and communicate the constitutional rights and civic responsibilities
of U.S. citizens.
0 SS5.1.2.e Examine how cooperation and conflict among people have contributed to
political, economic, and social events and situations in the United States.
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About Civic Nebraska

Civic Nebraska builds a more modern and robust democracy for all
Nebraskans, including youth. By introducing youth to meaningful civic
education and engagement, they develop critical thinking, leadership, and
civil discourse skills, equipping them to navigate societal issues and drive
positive change. For more information, please visit civicnebraska.org.

About The Connecticut Democracy Center

Kid Governor® is an award-winning civic education program COIV\I NECTICUT
created by The Connecticut Democracy Center. CTDC inspires DEMOCRACY CENTER
people of all ages to engage in civic life and strengthen their

communities. We envision a society where everyone is empowered &/—"JM

to participate in our democracy. In addition to Kid Governor, CTDC

lead the Connecticut History Day program for middle and high schoolers as well as

educational and community programming at Connecticut’s Old State House in Hartford. For
more about CTDC and its programs, visit ctdemocracycenter.org.

Kid Governor® is expanding nationally

Thanks to the enthusiasm of 5th graders and teachers, interest and
excitement in the ground-breaking Kid Governor® program

is growing across the country. Since its launch in 2015, tens of thousands of
students across multiple states have participated in this authentic civic
learning experience. If you know an organization or an educator who would like to see the
Kid Governor® program in their state, email info@kidgovernor.org or visit kidgovernor.org.
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UNIT PLAN

The Parent-Guardian Permission Packet at NE.KidGovernor.org should be sent home with
students for family review and permission by Week One. Students who wish to run in the
school primary election should return the completed packet to you by Week Three.

Week One
0 Lesson 1:Introducing Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government
0 Lesson 2: The Election and Role of the Governor
0 Lesson 3: What Makes a Leader?
0 Lesson 4: Introducing Nebraska’s Kid Governor®

Week Two
0 Lesson 5: What Do You Care About?
0 Lesson 6: Researching and Understanding Your Issue
0 Lesson 7: Creating a Platform

Week Three

0 Lesson 8: Developing Your Platform
Lesson 9: Crafting a Speech
Lesson 10: How Do You Vote?
Lesson 11: Campaign Day
Lesson 12: Primary Election Day

O O O O

Week Four
0 Lesson 13: Making a Campaign Video

Statewide Election and Voting
0 Lesson 14: Analyzing a Campaign Video and Voting
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GENERAL RESOURCES FOR KID GOVERNOR CLASSES

o Visit NE.KidGovernor.org or email info@NE.KidGovernor.org for additional student and
teacher resources, including:

0 Annual Startup Guide - Information and updates for this year’s program.

o Digital Resources —-Google Forms and Google Slides versions of worksheets,
individual PDFs of each lesson and worksheet, and more! Many resources
integrate with Google Classroom.

0 Tolearn more about the United States Constitution, check out What is The
Constitution? by Patricia Brennan Demuth and the Daughters of the American
Revolution’s Constitution Week: dar.org/national-society/education/constitution-

week.

o Students can learn about community issues and specific ways to take action on
important issues by visiting the Kid Governor® Student Action Resource
Center at kidgovernor.org/student-action.

o The Kid Governor® Library provides suggested books about civics, government, and
voting that will connect Kid Governor lessons with your English Language Arts
curriculum. Visit kidgovernor.org/library for more information recommended texts.

o Tolearn more about the national Kid Governor® program and what Kid Governor

educators are doing in other states, visit kidgovernor.org.

o Follow/subscribe to our social media channels for live program updates and
resources: Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.
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LESSON 1:
INTRODUCING NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF
STATE GOVERNMENT

GOAL: Explain and define Nebraska’s three branches of state government and why it
is important to have three branches of government.

Note: Send home the Parent-Guardian Permission Packet at NE.KidGovernor.org prior to this

lesson for family review and permission.

I.  Objective: Students will be able to explain Nebraska's three branches of state
government, the role of each branch, and the importance of each branch by successfully
completing the Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government activity stations that detail
the differences between the branches and why they are important.

Il. Procedures

a. Start of class: students will fill in the “Know” and “Want to Know” pieces of the
Knowledge Tracker about Nebraska's three branches of state government together
as a class.

b. Students will break into small groups and move throughout the classroom to learn
about the three branches of state government.

i. Either three or six stations will be set up depending on class size - one or
two tables for each branch of government.

ii. Students will “meet” the three branches by filling out Nebraska’s Three
Branches of State Government worksheet and answering what each branch
does, who is a part of each branch, and how the branches interact with
each other. (see “Materials” on the next page)

¢. End of class: students will fill in the “Learned” piece of a Knowledge Tracker to
complete the day and summarize what they learned about Nebraska's three
branches of state government. Suggested discussion questions:

i. What else do you want to know about Nebraska’s three branches of state
government?

ii. Why isitimportant to have three branches of state government?
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iii. Isany one branch more powerful than the others? (Answer: No, they are
equal branches, and our system of checks and balances ensures that no one
branch becomes too powerful.)

d. Homework: Match the Person to the Job and Branches of State Government
worksheets.
lll. Materials
a. Knowledge Tracker (print pg. 10 for students).
b. Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government info sheets (print pgs. 11-16 for
students).
i. Photographs of the current Executive Branch Officers, Supreme Court
Justices, and the Nebraska Legislative Chamber at the State Capitol.
ii. Photographs and information about your legislators can be found at
nebraskalegislature.gov.
Glossary of important state government terms (print pg. 17 for students)
d. Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government worksheet (print pg. 18 for students,
Answer Key on pg. 19).
e. Match the Person to the Role worksheet for homework (print pg. 20 for students,
Answer Key on pg. 21).
f.  Branches of State Government worksheet for homework (print pg. 22 for students,
Answer Key on pg. 23).
g. Additional Resources for Lesson 1 can be found on pg. 24.
IV. Evaluations
a. Participation in group discussion of Knowledge Tracker.
b. Completion of Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government worksheet.
c. Active group work and inquiry.

n

NEBRASKA’S KID GOVERNOR® NE.KidGovernor.org %)

©The Connecticut Democracy Center, Inc. (CTDC). All rights reserved. Duplication permitted for classroom use only. Alteration of these materials or content within is prohibited without the express written consent of CTDC. Revised June 2025.


http://www.ne.kidgovernor.org/
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/

NEBRASKAS
W10 GOVERMOR

KNOWLEDGE TRACKER

Directions: Before participating in the Nebraska’s Three Branches of State Government
activity, use this Knowledge Tracker to list what you know and want to know about state
government. After the activity, you will fill in the learned section.

What | Know What | Want to Know What | Learned
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NEBRASKA’S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Nebraska’s Executive Branch is like the captain of a team. It keeps Nebraska running
smoothly every day and makes sure laws and policies are followed. Whether it’s fixing roads,
helping schools, or responding to disasters, this branch makes sure the state is a good place

to live.

The Governor is the leader of this branch and is elected by the people of our state. The
Governor has many important jobs. They approve (sign) or veto (reject) laws proposed by
the Legislative Branch, suggest new ideas to help the state, appoint judges to serve in the
Judicial Branch, and make big decisions during emergencies. They also oversee state

agencies, which take care of things like roads, schools, and public safety.

Nebraska’s Governor and Lieutenant Governor are elected as a team, like a president and
vice president, and work together to make sure the government serves the people well. The
Lieutenant Governor is also the first in line to replace the Governor, if necessary, and is the

President of the Nebraska Legislature, also known as the Legislative Branch.

The Governor works with other officials in the Executive Branch who help with the state’s
money, elections, business, and legal matters. The Secretary of State is the state’s record-
keeper and oversees elections. The Auditor of Public Accounts makes sure the state’s
money is being spent the right way. The State Treasurer manages the state’s money. The

Attorney General is the state’s lawyer.
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NEBRASKA’S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Jim Pillen Joe Kelly Robert Evnen
Governor Lieutenant Governor Secretary of State

Mike Foley Tom Briese Mike Hilgers
Auditor of Public Accounts State Treasurer Attorney General

Image credit: State of Nebraska
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NEBRASKA’'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

Nebraska’s Judicial Branch is like the referee in a game. It protects people’s rights and

makes sure that everyone follows the rules, or laws, fairly.

Judges and courts in this branch decide if Nebraskans have broken laws created by the
Legislative Branch and what should happen next. They also make sure laws follow the

United States and Nebraska Constitutions.

Nebraska’s court system has different levels. The lowest courts handle smaller cases, like
traffic tickets. Higher courts deal with bigger problemes, like serious crimes or arguments
about laws. If someone disagrees with a court’s decision, they can ask a higher court to
review it. The Nebraska Supreme Court is the highest court in the state and is made up of

seven judges called Justices. The Supreme Court’s decisions are final.

Judges in Nebraska are chosen through a special process. Instead of electing judges, a
small group of experts recommends qualified people, and the Governor in the Executive
Branch chooses one. After a judge serves for a few years, voters decide whether they

should stay or leave. This helps make sure judges are fair and not influenced by politics.

There are other important jobs in the Judicial Branch. For example, a clerk is needed to
swear in witnesses to make sure they tell the truth. The citizens of Nebraska also
participate in the Judicial Branch. A plaintiff is the person who files a complaint that starts
a court case. The defendant is the person who defends themselves against the plaintiff. A

jury, a group of citizens, is sometimes needed to help decide the outcome of a case.
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NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE JUDICIAL BRANCH:

SUPREME COURT JUSTICES

Standing from left to right:
Justice John Freudenberg; Justice Stephanie Stacy; Justice Jonathan Papik;
and Justice Jason Bergevin.

Seated from left to right:
Justice Lindsey Miller-Lerman; Chief Justice Jeffrey Funke; Justice William Cassel.

Image credit: Nebraska Supreme Court.
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NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Nebraska’s Legislative Branch, or Legislature, is different from every other state’s
because it has only one house, not two. This is called a unicameral legislature, and it
makes Nebraska’s way of making laws unique. The lawmakers in this branch are called

Senators.

Senators are elected by the people of Nebraska. They work together to make laws that
help the state. They meet in the State Capitol building in Lincoln to discuss problems and
come up with solutions. Any Senator can suggest a new law, which starts as a bill. The bill
goes through debates and votes in the Legislature before it becomes a law. People in
Nebraska can share their opinions with Senators to help them understand how new laws

might affect their communities.

One special thing about Nebraska’s Legislature is that it is nonpartisan. This means that
the legislature has no leadership positions that represent political parties and tell Senators
how to vote. Instead, Senators focus on what is best for the state, not just what their party

wants.

When a bill is passed by the Legislature, it is sent to the Governor in the Executive
Branch. The Governor can sign the bill to make it a law or veto it, which means to reject it.
If the governor vetoes a bill, the Legislature can choose to vote again. If enough Senators

still agree with the bill, they can pass it into law even without the Governor’s approval.

The Judicial Branch decides if the laws the Legislature makes follow Nebraska's
Constitution. The Legislature also changes laws if the Judicial Branch says they are unfair

or unclear.
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NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:

GEORGE W. NORRIS LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER

Image credit: Nebraska Unicameral Information Office.
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NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT

GLOSSARY

Appointing/Appointment

Assigning a person to a job, position, or office.

Attorney General

The chief lawyer of the state and a member of the Executive
Branch.

Auditor of Public Accounts

The elected official in charge of making sure the state’s money is
spent the right way. Member of the Executive Branch.

Bill

A proposed law before it is approved.

Clerk

the person who swears in the witnesses in court so their
testimony is under oath.

Constitution

A written document that lays out how our government works.

Defendant the person who must defend themselves against the plaintiff’s
complaintin court.
District The part of a city or state that a Senator represents.

Executive Branch

The branch in charge of making sure Nebraska’s laws and policies
are followed.

Governor

The head of the state who leads the Executive Branch.

Judge/Justice

A person who ensures that legal problems are solved fairly.

Judicial Branch

The branch of government that makes sure Nebraska's laws are
legal and that legal problems are solved fairly.

Jury

A group of citizens, or “jurors,” selected to listen to a trial in court
and decide in favor of the plaintiff or defendant.

Legislative Branch

The branch of government that is comprised of elected Senators
who create new laws. In Nebraska, this branch is also known as
the Legislature or the Unicameral.

Legislature

Another name for the Legislative Branch.

Lieutenant Governor

The elected official in charge of the Legislature who takes the
Governor’s place when needed. Member of the Executive Branch.

Nonpartisan Legislature

A legislature that has no party leadership roles telling Senators
how to vote.

Plaintiff

A person who files a complaint in court.

Secretary of State

The elected official who keeps the government’s records and
oversees elections. Member of the Executive Branch.

Senator A person elected by their district to make laws and represent
them in the Legislature.
State Treasurer The elected official who manages the state’s money. Member of

the Executive Branch.

Supreme Court

The highest court in the state.

Term The length of time someone serves in a position.
Unicameral A Legislative Branch or Legislature with only one house/chamber.
Veto When the Governor rejects a law passed by the Legislative

Branch.
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Who works in the Legislative Branch?

NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT

Name:

Date:

Directions: Complete this graphic organizer as you
read about each branch of state government and
look at photographs of our current elected officials.

NEBRASKAS
W3D GOVERMOR

Leqislative Branch Y /

Executive Branch

-

Who works in the Executive
Branch?

What does the Legislative Branch do?

What does the Executive

How does the Legislative Branch work with
the other branches?

Branch do?

How does the Executive

How is Nebraska's Legislative Branch unique?

Branch work with the other
branches?

Nebraska State Capitol
Credit: Nebraska Unicameral Information Office

____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Judicial Branch

Who works in the Judicial Branch?
What does the Judicial Branch do? i
How does the Judicial Branch work with the other branches? '

____________________________________________________________________________________
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NEBRASKA'S THREE BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT

ANSWER KEY

____________________________

Executive Branch

Who works in the Executive
Branch?

The Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Secretary of State,
Auditor of Public Accounts,
State Treasurer, Attorney
General.

What does the Executive
Branch do?

Each office has various
responsibilities, but they all
work to enforce Nebraska's
state laws.

How does the Executive
Branch work with the other
branches?

The Executive Branch/
Governor nominates judges to
the Judicial Branch and can
approve or veto laws from the
Legislative Branch.

Leqislative Branch N

Who works in the Legislative Branch?

State Senators.

What does the Legislative Branch do?

The Legislative Branch works together to
make laws for Nebraska.

How does the Legislative Branch work with
the other branches?

The Legislative Branch makes laws that the
Executive Branch/Governor can sign or veto.
The Judicial Branch decides if the Legislative
Branch'’s laws are fair, clear, and follow the
Constitution.

How is Nebraska's Legislative Branch unique?
The Legislative Branch is the nation’s only
Unicameral, or one-house, Legislature. It is
also nonpartisan. p

Nebraska State Capitol
Credit: Nebraska Unicameral Information Office

Judicial Branch E
Who works in the Judicial Branch? Judges/justices, and clerks work in the state’s courts. i
Nebraska citizens participate in the Judicial Branch as plaintiffs, defendants, and jury :
members. E
What does the Judicial Branch do? The Judicial Branch makes sure that laws are being i

followed and enforced fairly.

How does the Judicial Branch work with the other branches? Judges are nominated by
the Executive Branch, and can decide whether the laws written by the Legislative
Branch follow the United States and Nebraska Constitutions.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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MATCH THE PERSON TO THE ROLE

Name:
Date:
Directions: Match the person on the left with the NEBRASKAS ‘
correct description of their role on the right. w30 GOVE RNOR
1. __ Carloswaselected to do a. Governor

his job and is chief executive/officer of

his state. He has the power to veto bills. b. Court Clerk

2. Jayla has a problem with

c. Judge
something that Kateri has done and
has brought it to court to be solved. d. Defendant
3. Darius is in charge of
swearing witnesses into a trial so that e. Plaintiff
their testimony is under oath.
4, Kateri is defending her f. Senator
case in court. g. Juror
5. Wyatt was elected to his
job in the Legislature where he votes h. Attorney General

on whether or not a bill becomes a law.
6. Miguel is head of a

courtroom and determines what

evidence can or cannot be used during

a trial.

7. Sofia was elected to be the
state’s lawyer.

8. Zarareceived a letter in the

mail requesting her service in
determining a verdict in a trial.
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MATCH THE PERSON TO THE ROLE

ANSWER KEY

1. a Carlos was elected to do a. Governor
his job and is chief executive/officer of
his state. He has the power to veto bills.

2. e Jayla has a problem with c. Judge
something that Kateri has done and
has brought it to court to be solved.

b. Court Clerk

d. Defendant

3. b Darius is in charge of e. Plaintiff
swearing witnesses into a trial so that
their testimony is under oath. f. Senator
4, d Kateri is defending her
. g. Juror
case in court.
5. f Wyatt was elected to his h. Attorney General

job in the Legislature where he votes
on whether or not a bill becomes a law.

6. C Miguel is head of a
courtroom and determines what
evidence can or cannot be used during
a trial.

7. h Sofia was elected to be
the state’s lawyer.

8. g Zara received a letter in
the mail requesting her service in
determining a verdict in a trial.
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BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT

Name:

Date:

Directions: Now that you have matched the people and
their descriptions to their roles, you must match them to NEBRASKAS

their branch of state government. Using your completed %iD GOVE RNOR
Match the Person to the Role worksheet, write which branch
each person is in on the line next to their name. Everyone is
part of the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, or the
Judicial Branch.

1. Carlos the Governor works in the Branch of government.

2. Sofia the Attorney General works in the Branch of government.

3. Miguel the Judge is part of the Branch of government.

4. Darius the Court Clerk works with the Branch of government.

5. Wyatt the Senator works in the Branch of government.

6. Zarathe Juror will be a part of the Branch of government.

7. Jaylais a Plaintiff of a case in the Branch of government.

8. Kateriis defending her case in the Branch of government.
NEBRASKA’S KID GOVERNOR® NE.KidGovernor.org 9
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BRANCHES OF STATE GOVERNMENT

ANSWER KEY

. Carlos the Governor works in the Executive Branch of government.

3. Miguel the Judge is part of the Judicial

4. Darius the Court Clerk works with the Judicial

5. Wyatt the Senator works in the Legislative

6. Zarathe Juror will be a part of the Judicial
7. Jaylais a Plaintiff of a case in the Judicial
8. Kateriis defending her case in the Judicial

NEBRASKA'S KID GOVERNOR®

. Sofia the Attorney General works in the _Executive Branch of government.

Branch of government.

Branch of government.

Branch of government.

Branch of government.

Branch of government.

Branch of government.
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Lesson 1 Additional Resources

0 To learn more about Nebraska’s state government, explore: designegov.nebraska.gov.

0 Forinformation about Nebraska’s Executive Branch, visit:
designegov.nebraska.gov/government/executive-branch.

0 Tolearn more about Nebraska’s Judicial Branch and Supreme Court, explore:
supremecourt.nebraska.gov.

0 Tolearn about the Legislative Branch and to find your Senator, go to:
nebraskalegislature.gov.

0 Forinformation/statistics about women in elected office, we recommend the
following websites from the Rutgers Center for American Women and Politics:
cawp.rutgers.edu/state-by-state and cawp.rutgers.edu/fact-sheets-women-color.

0 For the demographics of our state's legislature, explore:
ncsl.org/about-state-legislatures/state-legislator-demographics.
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LESSON 2:
THE ELECTION AND ROLE OF THE GOVERNOR

GOAL: Define the role of the Governor, describe how to run for Governor, explain
their responsibilities, and understand their importance to the state.

I.  Objective: Students will be able to define the role of the Governor, describe how to run
for Governor, explain the Governor’s responsibilities, and understand their importance
to the state by participating in the What Would You Do as Governor? scenarios activity.

Il. Procedures
a. Start of class: teacher will lead the students in a review of Nebraska’s three

branches of state government and the roles of each, with specific emphasis on the
Executive Branch.

b. Students will use the How to Run for Governor flowchart as a class to see how a
Governor is elected, from talking to family members and/or support sytems to the
actual election.

c. Students will review the role of the Governor, their responsibilities to the state, and
their authority using The Role of the Governor worksheet.

d. Students will participate in What Would You Do as Governor? by working in small
groups to determine how they would, as Governor, use their power to fix specific
problems (ex., a natural disaster occurs — the Governor declares a state of
emergency, issues executive order, etc.).

e. End of class: students will complete an exit ticket with one thing they learned that
the Governor does. Suggested discussion question:

i. What other responsibilities do you think the Governor should or should not
have?

lll. Materials

a. How to Run for Governor flowchart (print pg. 26 for students).
b. The Role of the Governor worksheet (print pg. 27 for students).
c. What Would You Do as Governor? scenarios (print pg. 28 for teacher).
d. Exit Ticket (print pg. 29 for students).
e. Additional Resources for Lesson 2 can be found on pg. 30.
IV. Evaluations
a. Participation in three branches of government review at beginning of class.
b. Engagement in What Would You Do as Governor? exercise.
c. Completion of Exit Ticket.
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HOW TO RUN FOR GOVERNOR

_________________________

Talk to your family
and/or support
system — do they want

you to run for office?
N S NEBRASKAS
v WD GOVERMOR

Develop a political
platform for a

. campaign
/ __________ £ __________ \

________________________________________________________________

i Get your name on ! Get your name on ' .
| the ballot by ! the ballot by (i Ask people to write
i getting nominated collecting 11 yournameonto
. by an established signatures on a the ballot when
political party petition i they vote

___________________________

Participate in a primary
election if more than
one person from your

party is running

__________________________

___________________________

Be selected as your
party’s representative
for the election

_______________________

Participate in
Election Day against

___________________________

> other candidates
from other parties
Be elected
: Governor!
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NEBRASKAS
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THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNOR

The Governor of Nebraska has the power/authority to:

(0]

Sign bills into law:

Once the Nebraska Legislature (Legislative Branch) has created a bill, the Governor
can: sign the bill into a law; veto the bill and send it back to the Legislature; or take no
action for 5 days and it automatically becomes a law (even without the Governor’s
signature).

Serve as commander-in-chief of the state's National Guard and militia forces:
The Governor of Nebraska can call in the National Guard and state militia forces during
times of natural disaster, state emergency, or civil unrest to protect the state.

Call Special Legislative Sessions:

Starting in January of each year, the Nebraska Legislature meets for 60-90 working
days to write and vote on bills. This is called a “session”. When they are not in session,
the Governor can call the Legislature back to work if there is an emergency or an
important issue to address.

Deliver a speech to citizens:

The Governor can deliver a public speech to provide citizens with important
information about the state. This is often done at a press conference, also called a
news conference. At a press conference, the Governor speaks in front of the media so
they can report the speech in the news. Once a year, the Governor delivers a “State of
the State” address to share what was accomplished in the past year and what they
plan to do in the coming year.

Appoint people to various judicial and state offices:
The Governor can appoint justices to the Supreme Court, members of their cabinet,
and some officials of the Executive Branch.
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO AS GOVERNOR?

Use the following scenarios with your students to explore the role and powers of the Governor.

. The Governor has plans for the state, but needs to tell the citizens about the plans.
What can the Governor do?

The Governor can deliver a speech at a press conference or a “State of the State” Address
to inform the citizens of their plans.

. Theregular session for the Nebraska Legislature has come to an end but there are still
bills that need to be addressed. What can the Governor do?

The Governor can convene a special session of the Nebraska Legislature to complete work
for the year and finish debating bills.

A blizzard passes through the state and knocks out power to multiple towns. What can
the Governor do to help the state?

The Governor can call in the National Guard to help clear roads, bring resources (food and
water) to citizens and assist with restoring power.

. The Governor is newly elected and needs to fill seats within the gubernatorial cabinet.
What can the Governor do?
The Governor of Nebraska can appoint members to the cabinet.

A bill to change the amount of time that students spend in school has been created by
the Nebraska Legislature and verified by the Supreme Court. What can the Governor
do with the bill?

The Governor can sign the bill, veto the bill, or take no action on the bill for 5 days and it
automatically becomes a law.
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___________________________________

] . .

s e ol . I on .

Exit Ticket Exit Ticket o Exit Ticket

i Name ONE responsibility of the Lo Name ONE responsibility of the Lo Name ONE responsibility of the
Governor that you learned today Governor that you learned today | Governor that you learned today

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Exit Ticket
Name ONE responsibility of the

Governor that you learned today

Exit Ticket
Name ONE responsibility of the

Exit Ticket
Name ONE responsibility of the

.' .'
Governor that you learned today Governor that you learned today

________________________________________






























































































































